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ountless rounds fieed ... wntold  wanted a single adapeable chassis which, bit, complete with serial number. Inter-
man-cons of Research and Devel- mived and matched to appropeiate acoes-  changeable polymer grip modules change
apment ... the inevitable, rebendless  sodics, ooubd foem 2 full-sized servicee pisted — the gun's peoportions, while slides of oo
post-cnenpetition aceimomy. After 4 bong, a8 well as a compace coneealable carey gun.  differenr lengehs make the gun bonger oe
rwistuieg rosud, the Uinited States malitery has Where most of the other competitors st shorter. The MIT shde leis ws fop deck cut
foemally selected only the third competitive  dusted off their cwilian designs, SIG setour  for a red dot optic and there are racking
service pistol in the history of our Great  to peoduce a new and leginimarely modular  geooves fore and aft. The polymer gop
Republic: the MI7. According o propo-  sysiem. module is lighthy srippled, and the front of
pents, e pew pisiol represenls 2 quanium The M17 pisted staried as their siock  the dust cover is naturally railed for aoes-
advance in combar handgun design. P33R Whar maakes this gun unusual is  sories. There are grabby dimples ar the base
The: pisted design competition called for  #s remewable fire control assembly, This  of the grip should you ever need o yank out

# “Modular Handgun System,” Uncle Sam stainkess sieel component i the controlled 3 magazine,
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Channaling hs Imnar
Massad Ayoob, Wil
discoverad the M1T
really comes inlo

Its awn In rapsd-fire,
A= a general-issue
military handgun,
the M17s historical
gravitas Is assurad,

A DONE DEAL DONE WELL:
THE U.S. MILITARY'S THIRD SERVIGE PISTOL
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The BT st covar 5
railed for accessories such
as this Sireamlighi TLR-1 —
eyean the color matches!

The magazine catch & sngle-side b
reversible, while the safery and slide release
are replicated perfeethy on both sides. The
slide carch is surprsingly small bur most
of us train 1o release the slide manmlly by
snarching it backwards these days, Maga-
zines carry either 17 or 21 rounds and
the dewerailed SIGLITE fronr sight gleams
nicely in the darkness,

Disassembly requires nesther tools ror o

previous MO, this is my Bvoeite. The break is
sharp, and the reset nicely abbeeviated.

THE ROAD TO THE MLY
John Moses Browning contrived the
A5 ACE rouned i 1905, Based on this new
roaind, e Birthed the M1911 pisrol oo
enhance the potential stopping power of
this new combination.
It had become obvious the “day in the

subsequently earned s place as the pro-
ducer of America’s first handgun o be
sclected via a hesd-to-head completion.

The MI911 beeame: 2 symbol of general
Aamerican awesomseness the word  over,
Things contimed stans quo through rwe
Word Wars, several police acrions, and
coartbess nomdreds of thoosands of sol-
diers. However, by the 19708 it was lime
o i all over again.

“Equal part battle implement and talisman, the
humble handgun has an impact well beyond its
modest price and limited combat role.”

pull of the trigger. Most armed professionals
say the tripger pull disassembly “thing” is a
training issue and not a hig deal. However,
T hang out with a Lot of cops and gun nerds.
5o far [ am up to five scquaintances who've
head accidental dischiarpes which wouldn't
have happened had their weapons been
cquipped with 4 manual safery —or not had
the “pull trigeer for disassembly” feanure.
And speaking of trigger puling, the pull
of the: steikee-fured MIT is simply cutstanding,
OF all the sundry impeovemenes over the

Ledt to right: M1211 41, SIG

17 and Eerctin M9, AN worne
galecied for general issue 1o
thie LS military as the result

of competitive frials.
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sun” for the military wheelpun was fading.
While scads of companies dipped their
toes in the water, only Colt, Savage and
Germany s DWM really played to win.
DM ultimately produced three copies
af their P40 Luger in 43 ACF. These were
the only perind i3-caliber Lugers produced
in Germany. Possession of one of these
theee puns today would likely set & guy up
for life. After DM inexplicably dropped
oar, Savage and Cole foughe like dronken
chimips unnl Colr's MIS11 peevailed. Cole
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BERETTA INTERIN

The MI?1] was showing its age. The
versions [ was first issued back in the day
rattled when you shook theme As a result, in
1970 the Joint Services Small Arms Project
st ot with the mission to select an appro-
prizte peplacement. FN, HE, Besetta, Colr,
S&W, Star and Walther came to the party.
Beretea walked away with the prize.

The MY wrasundeniably safee. The Besctta
sported 4 single-action double-action trigger




Tha M1T Is an evolutienary step of the SI1G
PA20. A BIGLITE insert keeps the front
sight glowing in dim light and thare are
cocking s=rrations frant and back-

Dperalar contrals: the MAT sllde relaass
Is surprisingly small but mast shaoters
“sling=shed” the slide 1o release it.

The safaty and slide releass are perfactly
mirrared on the lefl. The viskde number
is serialized stalnless steel fire conbrol
as=emibly.

Dizassembly reguimes o loals
and can b accomplishad In
mrnts, & great Testure for
"rustic” field conditions.

as well as a balareral shide-mounted marneal
safery lever The open-slice arcliteciure was
abasvs wouted a5 g boon o relishility but
[ pever bought imo i onsell Begardles,
[ used an M9 operationally for eight years
and cannol recall a single stoppage amoog
U coustbess examples 1 encountered on
military qualification ranges.

The 9mum chambering of the M was a
conroversial decision. Purists decried the
cartridpe’s power as sub-pptimal but the
pun did pack 13+1 onboard. 1 have seen
quite a few folks shot with Qmm pistols;
while there are indeed spunkier handgun
loadings, not one of those people looked
heappy.

Thie MY aluminum feame out back on
the weight and the ameliceated recodl did
miake it easier o manage foe those soldicrs
who weren't really serious plstolenss. The
magazine catch was reversible but 1 never
saw anvbody actually reverse it There was a

problem with shdes exploding eady on bur
a mid-peoducrion change fived he s

"Modular” dedined: Th
siainless steel M1T
chassis can be dropped
Inko variows scces-
s0rias to bulld totally
different weapons.

1 sheared a sleeping bag with an M9 on
numerons occasions, While T would have
preferred my porgeous bride, the Beretta
always seemed like decent company o me. 1
conald hit with it well enough to score expert
and 1 liked the way it rode in my hand.
With military use, then in the hands af Mel
Gibson in Letbad Weggon and Broce Willis
in Die Hard, the M2 sold like hotcakes.

TRIGGER TIME

Gls were not supposed to carry their
MI911A] pestols in Condition Qe (rownd
in the chamber, hammer back, safery on).
Howevee, my wife's prandfather tored one
with a hot chamber feom Noeth Afreca all
the way up Traky in WL Given how tough
ehe gy was, T akoays suspected anvonc whe
mmaght heve Frund i objectionabile was likely
too intimedared w sav anything, Becoil was
indeed noteworthy and the 1911 was, rela-
rivedy speaking, a boar anchor to rore.

The double-actionsingle-action trigger
on the M9 made it tough w shoot w the
same point of aim consstently, The sighrs

spoed 4 simple painted dor, while the
ample grip and modest cartridge  kept
Uiirges pleasant, For ils era e M9 was o
Tinne handgun,

The new MIT is easier 1o run and safer
than both of its predecessors, with the
smoolh consistend rigper being 50 peroend
of the equation. Emply magazioes just blast
out of the magwell when you press the
button. The grip is hands-down the best
of the three, The overhung architecture of
the slide keeps the center of gravity well
torvrard for minimal mazzle flip and guick
follow up shots. All theee guns shot plenty
straipht fromm a rest but 1 shot Bster with the
MI7 under all conditeons cested.

HATERS GONNA HATE
GLOCK fanboys are almost as biteer
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All thirss LS.
military handguns -
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from a rest These
0-meter groups

rable performance.

abour the 51 M17 as Hillary's soolvies are
ower the fact Donakd Trump takes his nail
al the White Hhosse. However, (he manual
salety on the GI% MHS submitied for e
trials was obviously an afiecthought and
preciously Littde about the gun is actually
modular LEaters are going 1o lule regardless,
but they'Il Isve to et over il

& new MI7 costs Uncle Sam a cool $207
but it will set tee umwvashed mases badk
substandially wore. However, | suspect 3G
could have just given the puns io the oo
crnment and =till made a profit considering
howy meary meeks like me will simply have to
have one. Our bocal cops are trading in their
Al-caliber GLOCK 225 for new 516G 9mm
P320s as 1 tvpe these woeds. 1 suspect this
might be happening in other places as well.
An American grunt packing your particular

bramd of iron i the best advertising & gun
coanpany coulel ever contrive

A service pistol is 2 big deal. & sol-
dier's handgun is arguably his or her most
intimate toal. Equal part battle implement
and talisman, the bumble handgun has an
impact well bevond s wodest price and
limited combat rode.

[ toted my new MI7 underneath my
scrubs for a couple of weeks at work. The
run is big without being bulky and runs
like & scalded ape. Cool, suave, mean and
sbeek, the new 51G MIT has indeed earned
its place in Amerscan military history,. =%
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