Review:
PROTAC HL4
Tactical Ligh

by Lindsey Bertomen, Retived Police Qfficer, Instructor
uf eriminal justice al Harnell College, Swlings, Calif,

tested the Streamlight PROTAC HL4
high lumen tactical light, a dual
power hand torch that can throw &
bruam vul (o 346 meters,

The PROTAC HL is 8.63 inches
long and weighs 1.1 [bs, It is made of
machined aircrall alurminum coveresd
with a runher sleeve, The head, com-
plete with cooling

fins and deci-
sive protection
arpund business
end, is slightly
heavier than the
body.

PRTI'AC HL4
docs ot have a
“reflector” in the

style of traditional
flashlights, Rather,
the C4 LED emitter
is surronnded by a
sclid piece that shapes
the beam. Hecause

of the way the beam

is focuscd, the hezcl
porlion can mosl accu-
rately be described as
alens.

Tha hesl advanlage
of the PROTAC HL4's
lens desisn is the fact
that i’s solid, making
it structurally stronger
and resistant to scvere
abuse. There appears Lo
be a filter in front of the

reflector lens. It is simi-
Tar to the anbivellective
coating placed on optics. When I locked
at the optical quality of the whole set
up, I found that the light emanating
from this torch is very clear white, with
a little on the bluc end.

I tested the light for warer resistance,
drop resistance, run time and usability.

Many readoers have heard
e say this before, but one of
the best form tactors for a patrol
Light is the Stinger series af lights
from Streamlight. Although this one is
a little heavier in the head, it's similar.

T'his form factor is great for users
whao stuff the light under the weapon
side arm pit for magazine changes. The

same poes for opening donrs and cuff-
inz suspects. The fact that the PROTAC

ITL4 has a textured rubber grip really
cnhances this ability. However, 1'd like a
side switch like a Stinger, in addition to
the tail switch,

The PROTAL HL4 uses the TEN-TAP
programmable switch, which allows the
officer to set up which comes on first
when it is firsl actvated. The swilch
itself is slightly recessed and easily con-
trolled with gloved hands.

"T'his torch has a blinding beam., It
can quickly light up an alley or a vehicle
interior, It has a signiticant amount of
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flowd area in
the center of the
bearn. To put thisin
perspective, e brigh lesl

area of the beam can lisht upa

standard alley at about 10 meters with-
ol even incorporating the spill heam,
If we compare that to many competitive
madels, including some of Streamlight’s
own producrs, mnst flashlights don't
even come close.

The bright fload
like beam has a down-
side. 1 tested it in fog
and, while it pierces
quite well, the back-
zcatter is blinding. In a
residential search, it's
fine, hut Twould avnid
shining it against light
calored walls, lest that
brightness be reflected
intn the user.

The PROIAL HL4 beam renders a
slightly higher contrast. I'm sure that
the purpese is to "see better”, bur con-
trast eguates Lu safety.

Vision and visual processing occur
in different parts of the brain. Higher
comtrast and hetter color rendition
2llows for quicker processing. To puc
this in perspective, an officer can sea
an object thatis a threat to him, but the
brain places that nbject in space and
context in different processes. Quicker

recognition means quicker response.

When it comes to flashlights, bright-
eris usually better. However, brightness
can be a compromise. Light oulpul takies
lots of enerpy, and brizht lights tend
to generate a lot of heat and use more
power.The hast products Teep the hal-
ance of thermal management, run time,
and light output. This one puts out
2,200 Tumens, 30,000 candela, and 346
meter beam for 1.5 hours. The medium
nutput is 600 lumens and will Tun 4 to
4,25 hours. The “medium” cutput an
this light is brighter than any light that T
have ever used on patrol.

Strearnlight has mastered the art
of enerpy and heat manapement. This
light is really a pocket searchlight and,
although it can get warm ta the tauch,
it’s definitely up for a full shift. It can be
used with disposable 3V CR123A lith-
ium batteries, but it takes four of them
to keep it going. Streamlight has also
rngineered superior 18650 button-top
lithium rechargeable cells and I strongly
recommend cnly using that brand of
rechargeable cells in this light.

This is truly a differenr flashlighz,
[t iz a little heavier than a Stinger, but
much hrighter. I your duty requires a
beam that reaches a little further and
still needs a flood light quality, there is
no betoer tool, W@
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